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were ill understood.1  But somehow or other fresh revenue 1658 must be raised, and that meant another parliament.

During the summer England was full of rumours of this new parliament, which, said some, was to be on the old pattern of Lords and Commons " called and constituted according to the ancient rights of the nation in the late king's time." There is no doubt about Oliver's general decision, but how the parliament would have been constituted we shall never know. It seems certain that it would have involved a further decline in the army's power. Henry Cromwell would have had its meeting preceded by a purging of the army, " for that being full of its humours makes the honest party timorous and the others insolent in their respective proposals";2 and there is reason to think that something of the sort was in Oliver's mind. It was also intended to set the position of royalists on a proper basis. All men believed that the new parliament would insist on Oliver's accepting the crown, and London tradesmen were making plans for a coronation. The army was coming round to this view,3 and, if we may judge from the letters of Fauconberg and Henry Cromwell, Oliver himself was not averse. Public opinion, even puritan opinion, in London and the provinces was overwhelmingly for a return to monarchy.

As the summer advanced Oliver's power seemed to move to its meridian. Whatever parliament was called would assuredly give constitutional sanction to that power. The army was tractable and no more a suspicious independent body, Even the stubborn republicans, like Vane and Ludlow, were abating their rigidity and were speaking respectfully of England's ruler. Abroad the fame of the Protector had become a legend. His emissary Fauconberg was received with honours which would have been denied to an envoy of the Emperor. The news that reached English shores was all of glory. In Ajpl had come word that the Spanish invasion of Jamaica had been repelled, and the

1  On the question of the Protectorate finances see Firth, Last Tears, II. oh. XVII., and Dr Shaw's chapter in Cambridge Modern History, IV.

2  Thurloe, VI. 858.                            3 Hist. MSS. Com,, 6th Report, 443.